
Services on Homeless Sunday (22nd January) 

Through prayer and reflection, HOMELESS SUNDAY offers an opportunity to listen to what God 

might be saying about homelessness, and to consider what action we are being called to take. 

It’s worth remembering too that this Sunday falls in the week of prayer for Christian unity. The 

following is a mix of ideas and materials that you might use in planning the service. May you and 

the congregations that you are leading be blessed. 

 

Preparing  
 

Before planning any actions or preparing for the service, you might take some time to reflect on 

homelessness in our nation and in your own community. Pray about this service, alone, and if 

possible with others. 

 

The materials provided earlier give some information on the national context and situation. 

Beyond these, you might explore the situation in your locality and the services and support 

already on offer, and consider why people are facing the problems of homelessness and bad 

housing.  

Some useful links: 

Short video about Homeless in East Lancashire  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-

N3h2Chjdu0  

Website of Lancaster homeless and housing poverty service   http://www.ldhas.org.uk/Our-Work  

Guidance on giving help in Preston http://homelessinpreston.yolasite.com/information-for-

homeless-people.php  

Impact of cap on benefits  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=svPJW8F-XJ4  

The West London mission, a circuit of the Methodist church    http://www.wlm.org.uk/who-we-

are  

Shelter, the housing and homelessness charity http://england.shelter.org.uk/ and their 

estimate of current figures, with some of the causes http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-

38157410  

 

Explore what you and your community can do. Can you join in existing projects? Can you respond 

directly to the situation people find themselves in? How can your voice, and that of your 

community, be added to the debate in order to bring about change in attitudes, policies and 

actions. Consider how to integrate these elements into the service you are leading.  

 

Might you be able to have someone who is experiencing or has experienced being homeless 

make a contribution? Or invite local councillors, or those who work in homeless services.  

 

You might use some visual aids, either video clips if the church you will be in has the equipment, 

or a collection of photos / newspaper articles. You might provide some of the figures given here 

as part of a display.  

 

 

A Reflection (from The Trampled Vineyard: Worship edited by Christine Allen and Barbara d'Arcy) 

 

What does homelessness and lack of decent housing mean to the churches in twenty-first 

century Britain? We know how local and central government are responding but what have the 

churches to say - is there anything distinctive about our response? What is our vision? 

 

The central Christian message is that as God loves us, whoever and whatever we are, we must 

love him. But Jesus commands more: Jesus said “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. 

And a second is like it: you shall love your neighbour as yourself. On these two commandments 

hang all the law and the prophets.” Matthew 22:36-40 

 

Who is our neighbour? Jesus directs us to see our neighbour in anyone in need and in that 

person to see Christ himself. “I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 

and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of 
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me. Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, 

you did it to me.” Matthew 25:35, 40. 

 

What are we called to do? “Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless 

poor into your house; When you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your 

own kin?" Isaiah 58;7 

 

We are called to bring new hope and opportunity in an atmosphere of unconditional love and 

compassion so that those who are broken-hearted and wounded can rebuild damaged lives. 

 

We are called to restore the self-respect of those who have been humiliated by what has 

happened to them. In humility, we listen to what they want to tell us about their lives. By listening 

and responding in compassion, our own lives are transformed. 

 

We all have different gifts to bring. It might be in the form of practical help - preparing food for 

homeless people, seeing a local need and gathering like-minded people together or dare I say 

sitting on a management committee-but we all have a unique contribution to make. 

 

At the same time, churches are not simply in the business of binding up wounds - we are also 

called to ask awkward questions about why the wounds were inflicted in the first place. We can’t 

avoid raising structural and political questions about housing and homelessness. We will do that 

best if churches, of whatever denomination, can work together. 

 

When we work alongside homeless and badly housed people, we are responding to the challenge 

to love our neighbour, we are responding to the call to put our faith into action, we are 

responding to the vision of a society where everyone is valued and everyone has a home. 

May God grant us the strength and vision to respond. 

 

 

Possible prayers to incorporate into the service   
(See more at: http://www.housingjustice.org.uk/pages/prayers.html#sthash.Q9jGWiGV.dpuf) 

 

Homeless Sunday Prayer  

Loving God, in your house there is room for everyone.  

Help us as we strive for a world where everyone has a home that truly meets their needs. Give us 

the grace to welcome strangers and refugees. Give us the insight to see where inequality hurts. 

Fill us with courage to do our part. Save us from being overwhelmed by the scale of the housing 

crisis, and show us, O Lord, where to begin. Amen  

 

Lost opportunity 

He sat on the side of the pavement 

In rags and wind and rain; 

And I threw a penny as I passed by 

Into a ragged cap nearby. 

 

Cold, mean, meaningless charity, 

Without the colours of grace upon it, 

And I threw it – without a kind word 

Nor a smile – like a bone to a dog. 

 

Then came the gnawing of an awakened conscience 

To keep completely awake, 

And a voice from heaven to rebuke me – 

Gentleness and severity in one: 

 

‘I do not fling my mercies 

But I bend down 

To give them with my gentle hand 

And place them in your hands.’   
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During the night, the unfortunate was called 

To a land where he received the means to live; 

And I had lost my opportunity 

To show mercy like my God. 

Lord of power and might we welcome you, 

yet confess that, too often, we welcome the powerful and the 

wealthy and neglect those who are weak and powerless.   

 

We confess that too often we welcome the neat, clean and tidy and neglect those who are dirty 

and dishevelled.   

 

We confess that we welcome those within our small world and neglect those who live outside on 

the streets or in bad housing. 

Help us, Lord, to welcome you and be strengthened by you in our active concern for all our 

neighbours. 

Lord, help us to welcome. 

 

Prayers of Confession /Penitence / Reconciliation 

For the times when we have avoided the pain in another's eyes  

For the times when it has been easier to hurry by than to take a risk by stopping and talking  

Lord, have mercy  

 

For the times when we have judged people by their circumstances  

For the times when the clichés have obscured the people Lord, have mercy  

For the times when we salve our consciences with a pound coin  

For the times when we have resorted to stereotypes of people who are homeless, of people who 

are different, of people in our churches  

Lord, have mercy  

 

For the times when we have accepted other people's situations as unchangeable  

For the times when we assume that things or people are beyond the reach of your Spirit  

Lord, have mercy  

 

For the times when we have forgotten that our relationship with God does not shut us inside, but 

sends us out  

For the times when our worship becomes a place of safety and not where we are open to be 

disturbed by the Gospel  

Lord, have mercy  

 

Forgive us for our words, actions and inactions which deny your love and care for all people. 

Make us into your Church, where all have a home.  

Amen 

 

A cry for help 

I have been stumbling around in dark alleys for too long God 

I am not asking you to show me an easy way out 

But I am crying out to you to come and find me,  

And show me that you are with me in the darkness 

 

A prayer of commitment 

All: Together, Lord, we will build a home in a new world. 

Reader: With the bricks of tolerance 

All: we build together a better world. 

 

Reader: With the bricks of belonging 

All: we build together a better world. 

 

Reader: With the bricks of understanding 



All: we build together a better world. 

 

Reader: With the bricks of sharing 

All: we build together a better world. 

 

Reader: With the bricks of hope 

All: we build together a better world. 

 

Reader: With the bricks of community 

All: we build together a better world. 

 

Reader: With the bricks of love 

All: we build together a better world. 

 

Reader: Together, Lord, With your help, Lord, 

All: we build together a better world, where everyone will have a home, where we will be part of 

one another, part of you. 

 

A Franciscan blessing 

May God bless us with discomfort at easy answers, half truths and superficial relationships so 

that we may live deep within your heart.   

 

May God bless us with anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people so that we may 

work for justice freedom and peace.   

 

May God bless us with tears to shed for those who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation and war 

so that we may reach out our hand to comfort them and turn their pain into joy. 

 

And may God bless us with enough foolishness to believe that we can make a difference in this 

world so that we can do what others claim cannot be done. 

Amen 

 

In your house 

Father, in your house there is room enough for everyone. We pray for those who live in crowded 

shanties with paper-thin walls, corrugated iron roofs, no clean water, no electricity, no hope.   

 

We pray for families who are squeezed into one inadequate room; refugees in tents, cold in 

winter, hot in summer; young people in night shelters, lonely and apprehensive. 

 

We pray for people who sleep rough in all weather. 

 

Father, this was not your intention. It is we who allow this to happen to your people. It is we who 

must arm ourselves with your courage, love and compassion, so that we can build the Kingdom 

of hope where people can live in dignity, comfort and security.   

In your Holy Name, 

Amen  

 

Blessing 

May the blessing of light be on you - light without and light within.  

May the blessed sunlight shine on you like a great peat fire,  

so that stranger and friend may come and warm himself at it.  

And may light shine out of the two eyes of you,  

like a candle set in the window of a house,  

bidding the wanderer come in out of the storm. 

 
Read more 
at: http://www.faithandworship.com/Celtic_Blessings_and_Prayers.htm#ixzz4RiVcGYoC  
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Bible texts 

Notes from Roots on the lectionary readings for the day 

Old Testament Isaiah 9.1-4 

First Isaiah (chapters 1–39) was written around the time of the conquest of the northern 

kingdom of Israel by Assyria and the exile of its leaders between 724 and 721 BC. It is written in 

the past tense, sometimes called the ‘prophetic past’, a device to declare complete faith that 

God will fulfil what the prophet foretells. 

 

The fertile territories belonging to the Israelite tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali were overrun by 

Assyria shortly before the fall of the northern kingdom’s capital city, Samaria, in 722 BC. It is not 

surprising, therefore, that Isaiah chose them as archetypes of desolate land in this prophecy 

about God restoring light to darkened lives. Such a return to peace and prosperity would certainly 

have been seen as the result of divine intervention by a people who were used to identifying 

God’s action throughout their history. 

 

In the end, however, the northern kingdom was resettled by Judean exiles from Babylon and by 

Gentiles, and its previous inhabitants became known as ‘the ten lost tribes of Israel’. By the time 

of Jesus, the tribal names had fallen into disuse and the region was called Galilee. 

 

Gospel Matthew 4.12-23 

Matthew’s narrative moves on swiftly throughout today’s reading. Jesus’ response to the news of 

John the Baptist’s arrest is to move away from Nazareth and make his home in Capernaum, a 

fishing village on the Sea of Galilee. This region was divided into Lower Galilee and Upper Galilee, 

and the latter was largely inhabited by non-Jews; hence its description as ‘Galilee of the Gentiles’. 

Here, Matthew is again showing that Jesus fulfils Old Testament prophecy, but, more than that, 

he is continuing to demonstrate that God’s revelation in Jesus is for the Gentiles as well as for 

the Jews. 

 

In moving to this region, Jesus deliberately locates himself among poor people, rather than the 

rich and powerful as might be found in one of the larger towns or cities. Later, in the Sermon on 

the Mount, Matthew records Jesus’ words: ‘Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also’ 

(Matthew 6.21); Jesus’ heart is with the poor and he treasures them, even if no one else does. 

 

Simon, Andrew, James and John respond ‘immediately’ to Jesus’ call. Matthew does not tell us 

whether they had met or heard of him previously, but the word ‘immediately’ conveys something 

of Jesus’ compelling character. 

 

The ‘kingdom of heaven’ – a phrase unique to Matthew, replacing Mark’s ‘kingdom of God’ and 

perhaps chosen because of Jewish sensitivities around direct reference to God – addresses all 

kinds of human suffering. The Greek word translated ‘kingdom’ (basileia) can refer both to the 

area ruled by a king, and to the power or authority to rule as king. Similarly, the word translated 

‘come near’ (eggizo) may refer to nearness in space or in time, or both. 

 

For Matthew, Jesus himself is the prophesied ‘light’ that God has sent to shine on those whose 

lives are darkened by suffering (cf. Isaiah 9.2), whether that suffering is individual, such as 

sickness or bereavement, or systemic,  resulting from oppression or exploitation. Jesus begins 

curing the sick at once, but this is an aspect of his ministry that will lead to confrontation with the 

repressive authorities of his time. Nevertheless, healing, or restoring, ‘making well’, continues as 

a central element of his ministry. 

 

There does seem to be a link between these two readings, and to note their relevance to the 

theme of homeless. While here the specific context for the idea of darkness, deep darkness, was 

probably political or military oppression, we can reflect that for those who today are 

impoverished, or homeless, life will seem to be very dark indeed. 

 



Possible hymns 

 
Amen, amen, it shall be so  

As a tree planted  

As the light upon the river  

Awake from your slumber (City of God)  

Beauty for brokenness  

Brother, sister, let me serve you  

Christ be our light  

Christ’s is the world’s true light  

Dear Lord and Father of mankind 

For the fruits of all creation For the healing 

of the nations  

Go forth and tell 

God is love, His the care  

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed  

Here in this place (Gather us in)  

He’s a most unusual man  

I come with joy 

I, the Lord of sea and sky (Here I am, Lord)  

I will speak out for those who have no voices  

I heard the voice of Jesus say 

I want to walk with Jesus Christ 

If my people who bear my name 

Inspired by love and anger 

Let me be your servant  

Light of the world, you stepped down 

Look around you (Kyrie eleison)  

Lord God, your love has called us here  

Make me a channel of your peace  

 

 

 

 

 

Mine eyes have seen the glory 

Lord, all the world belongs to you  

Oh the Earth is the Lord’s  

Put peace in each other’s hands  

Seek ye first the kingdom of God 

Send down the fire of your justice (STF, TS) 

Sent by the Lord am I  

Take my life, and let it be 

The Church’s one foundation 

The earth was dark until you spoke 

The kingdom of God is justice and joy 

Tell out my soul  

That’s why we’re here  

The God of Heaven is present on Earth  

The Kingdom The Kingdom of God (Taizé 

chant)  

The right hand of God is writing in our land  

The voice of God goes out to all the world  

We are marching in the light of God 

We cannot own the sunlit sky  

We have a dream  

We shall overcome  

We will seek your face, almighty God  

What does the Lord require?  

Whatsoever you do  

When I needed a neighbour, were you there?  

When Jesus saw the fishermen  

Will you come and follow me?  

You are salt for the Earth (bring forth the 

Kingdom of God) 

 

Songs in italics   suitable for all ages 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Methodist Action  
 

 Offertory envelopes will be provided for those wishing to use the day’s offering to give to 

MANW, and will include a slip on ways in which to further support the charity 

 Leaflets with further general details of MANW can be provided 
 

 

 

    
  

 


